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Embargoed until: 0.01am Saturday 10th March 2007 
THE START OF THE JOURNEY – AUSTRALIANS CAN NOW TRACE THEIR BRITISH AND IRISH ANCESTORS’ FIRST STEPS AWAY FROM THEIR HOMELAND

From today Australians can carry out a full online search of all ship passenger records for vessels leaving Great Britain and Ireland on voyages to Australia and New Zealand. The easily-searchable, user-friendly database at www.ancestorsonboard.com covers journeys taken between 1890 and 1909 and the remaining decades 1910 to 1960 will go live over the next six months. 
With nearly one in four of Australia's more than 20 million population born overseas*, the website, developed in association with The National Archives (UK), will be an invaluable resource for Australians interested in tracing British and Irish ancestors who immigrated to Australia and other destinations up to 120 years ago. 

Ancestorsonboard.com will open up easy, online access to new avenues of research for family historians, demographers and migration specialists alike.  Visitors to the site can also trace relatives who migrated from Germany, Italy, Russia, France and other European countries via the United Kingdom. Many European emigrants travelled to Britain to take advantage of cheaper and easier ship journeys to destinations worldwide and the ship records will help people to trace the journeys of their forebears.

Ancestorsonboard.com provides access to records of passengers on all ships leaving England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, beginning with records from between 1890 and 1909. The high quality, full colour, digitised ship passenger records contain over 1.5 million pages, listing the 30 million passengers who travelled on these long-distance journeys from UK ports. They include passenger records from the period of mass migration to Australia from the post-war period through to the 1950s.

Every ship passenger record contains the names of each passenger, the name of the ship, the date and UK port of departure as well as the destination port. Some records include the address, date of birth, marital status, occupation and nationality of each passenger, providing key information that could help you uncover more branches of your family tree and further insights to your family’s history. The passenger lists also include records of the first ‘long-haul’ tourists, businessmen and diplomats.

For family history enthusiasts, the records also provide a new link back into UK records from before their ancestors’ arrival in Australia,, enabling them to browse the records by an ancestor’s name or by the name of the ship they may have travelled on. The site also includes those who left the UK for destinations all over the world, including the United States and Canada, South America, Africa, Asia and New Zealand.

Elaine Collins, Commercial Director at findmypast.com, says: “The availability of the passenger lists from ships that left British ports in this period is an invaluable tool for people tracing relatives they believe may have left the UK during this period. The passenger records may very well provide a missing link for many genealogists who have hit a brick wall in their research, as well as helping those outside of the UK to trace back to their British and European heritage.

“Previously these records were only accessible from The National Archives in London but now everyone can easily research their British ancestors’ voyages over the Internet from the comfort of their own home, from anywhere in the world.”

Dan Jones, Head of Business Development at The National Archives, says: “The launch of this service will unlock a hugely valuable and rich resource for genealogists and social historians around the world, and further demonstrates The National Archives’ commitment to working with key partners in the private sector to promote online access to its most popular records.”
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About findmypast.com:

· April 2003: www.findmypast.com (formerly 1837online.com) became the first website to put the complete indexes to all the births, marriages and deaths in England & Wales from 1837-2004 online. Previously, the only way to perform such a search would have been either to travel to the Family Records Centre in London or to visit certain record repositories and libraries. The births, marriages and deaths searched are scans of originals – enabling you to view a piece of history from your own home

· August 2004: www.findmypast.com added the WWI, WWII and Consular records to the website, allowing users to search for British nationals who were born, married or died overseas between 1761 and 1994

· March 2005: www.findmypast.com published the fullest available transcriptions and images of the original documents of the 1861 census

· December 2005: www.findmypast.com acquired the records of the National Archivist website, including passport applications and death duty records

· January 2006: www.findmypast.com also added ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War’ records, detailing soldiers killed during WW1

· February 2006: The most comprehensive transcription of the 1891 census was also made available, along with scans of the original documents

· April 2006: Living Relatives database is added, which allows you to search the current electoral roll, telephone directory (business and homes) and directors’ details to find living people

· June 2006: www.findmypast.com added the National Roll of the Great War, Army Roll of Honour and Commemorative Scrolls to the military collection records

· August 2006: www.findmypast.com added a Cross Database search feature that allows you to search across all the datasets in just one click

· September 2006: www.findmypast.com added the 1841 and 1871 census

· November 2006: 1837online.com re-branded its name to www.findmypast.com

About The National Archives:

The National Archives, www.nationalarchives.gov.uk, is a government department; and also an executive agency of the Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs. Its 580 staff work in Kew, in Norwich, at Admiralty Arch in central London and at the Family Records Centre in Islington. The National Archives brings together the Public Record Office, Historical Manuscripts Commission, the Office of Public Sector Information and Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. See also www.opsi.gov.uk
The National Archives is at the heart of information policy – setting standards and supporting innovation in information and records management across the UK, and providing a practical framework of best practice for opening up and encouraging the re-use of public sector information. This work helps inform today’s decisions and ensure that they become tomorrow’s permanent record.

 The National Archives is also the UK government’s official archive, containing 900 years of history from Domesday Book to the present, with records ranging from parchment and paper scrolls through to recently created digital files and archived websites. Increasingly, these records are being put online, making them universally accessible.
The vision of The National Archives is to:
· Lead and transform information management 

· Guarantee the survival of today's information for tomorrow
· Bring history to life for everyone
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