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FINDMYPAST.COM AND THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES PRESENT ANCESTORSONBOARD.COM

ABOUT THE ‘BT27’ PASSENGER LISTS – AN OVERVIEW

The first BT27 passenger lists go live online at www.ancestorsonboard.com in March 2007. These lists hold the details of the thousands of British migrants who left the UK for Australia between 1890 and 1909 for new lives.  

The fully digitised passenger lists will expand during 2007, building a comprehensive database of all passengers on ships departing the UK on long-haul voyages to Australia and New Zealand, as well as other destinations outside Britain and Europe, during the period 1890 -1960. 

Voyages from all ports in Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales) and from all Irish ports before partition in 1921, and all Northern Irish ports after partition, are covered in the passenger lists. 

What does BT27 stand for? 

‘BT’ refers to the UK Board of Trade (the precursor of the modern-day UK Department of Trade & Industry) which from 1786 to 1970 set policy and regulated trade with Britain, its colonies and the rest of the world. ‘27’ simply refers to the series or shelf number at The National Archives (TNA) of the United Kingdom in Kew, London, where the original documents are held. 

Currently, documents are only available to view at The National Archives in Kew, London. They are indexed by UK port of departure and by date of departure, but not by name. This means that it is almost impossible to find a particular individual unless you already know exactly when they travelled and from which port. Current estimates suggest there are approximately 30 million passengers in BT27 but the final figure will only become clear once the digitisation and transcription of all the records has been completed.
About the Passenger List Documents
It has taken a 125-strong full-time team nearly a year to complete the process of digitising the 1.5 million original documents. 

These records contain:

· Records of 30 million passengers

· Records from 35 UK ports – the major ports of departure were London, Liverpool, Southampton, Queenstown, Glasgow and Londonderry

· Records from over 1,800 ships 

Migration in the Period 1890 - 1909
Peak emigration from the British Isles was reached in the last years of the 19th century
. An estimated 25,000 British people immigrated to Australia every year between 1890 and 1914. After WW1 emigration continued but became increasingly controlled and Australia became a more and more popular destination. 

FAMOUS FACES - RECORDS OF AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL FIGURES

Rev David Stow Adam - academic, army Chaplin, Presbyterian minister and theologian
Rev David Stow Adam immigrated with his wife and six children on the Afric to Melbourne, in December 1907. Rev Adam left the UK for Melbourne to take up the chair of systematic theology and church history at Ormond College.  He is considered a pioneer of Australian ecumenism and went on to be the President of the embryonic Council of Churches in 1910. He is also known for being the main author of the earliest ‘basis of union’ for Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists.
Bernard Charles Cronin – author, journalist, playwright
Bernard Charles Cronin travelled to Melbourne in March 1890 on the Austral.  Bernard was only six years old when he made the journey alone and was in the charge of the captain. His mother and father preceded him out to Melbourne. He wrote thirty full-length novels; countless short stories and several one-act plays, including the radio play Stampede (1937). He is best known for his novels Braken (1929) and The Sow’s Ear (1933). Bernard also wrote for the Melbourne Herald.
Florence Maud Young – Australian singer, actress

Florence Maud Young travelled from London to Cape Town, South Africa aboard the Norman in May 1898. Florence was a passenger in “Cabin” which is the equivalent of 1st Class. She made her debut on 14 June 1890 as Beatrice in the Nellie Stewart Opera Co.'s production of Boccaccio. Florence also performed as Casilda in the first Australian production of The Gondoliers and as Corisandre and Rosette in Ma mie Rosette, Yvonne and Paul in Paul Jones, Bettina and Fiametta in La Mascotte, and Dorothy Bantam and Lydia Hawthorne in Dorothy.
TRACING YOUR FAMILY TREE

If you’re interested in tracing your own ancestors, just follow this simple step-by-step guide to getting started: 

1. Note down everything you already know – the names, dates of birth, marriage date, address of your brothers and sisters, parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles and first cousins. 

2. Make a list of questions to ask your relatives about any gaps of knowledge in your family tree. There will be lots of details you’ll be able to fill in with piecemeal information from members of your extended family.

3. The golden rule – work backwards. Start from yourself and work back, rather than taking a name from the past and researching their ancestors. 

4. Decide which branch to follow. Researching your whole family tree is a mammoth task, so just concentrate on one branch of the family first. 

5. Gather together, or make copies of, all the available birth, marriage and death certificates of family members. Birth certificate details give sufficient information to help find the marriage of parents, and the marriage certificate usually gives clues for the births of the marrying couple as well as the fathers of each. Log on to www.findmypast.com to search for these certificates in the General Register Office Index and to order a copy. 

6. If you can’t find an ancestor in the UK records, try searching the UK ship passenger records at www.ancestorsonboard.com. This will help you trace ancestors who immigrated to other countries in the period 1890 – 1960 and can open up new avenues of family history research. 

� Migration Watch, History of Emigration from the UK Report, 2001
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